The Other Europe: Eastern Europeans and
Safavid Communities in Spain and Its Wider
World

The presence in Spain and the New World of the
‘Other Europe’ —that is, the Eastern Europeans and
other communities under the aegis of the safavi-
Persian dynasty, is virtually unknown. On the one
hand, from the Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Century,
Spanish Monarchy did not conceive political links
with Eastern Europe as a priority due to geographical
distance; secondly, the relationship of the Spanish
Monarchy with the Islamic world has been
dominated by the Morisco issue and the Magreb
regencies. Consequently, much of the territories of
Eastern Europe (including the Polish Monarchy and
the Russian Empire), the Balkan Europe, Anatolia and
the Middle East, have traditionally been regarded as
remote areas of Spanish influence.

The purpose of this preliminary workshop is to
discuss how to place the individuals and networks of
the ‘Other Europe’ in the framework of the new
studies on foreign communities in Early Modern
Spain and Spanish America.
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